BA CONNECT LAUNCHES NEW EDINBURGH – HAMBURG SERVICE.

British Airways newest route, Edinburgh – Hamburg, took to the skies today (Friday 2 June) with the message that the service will strengthen business and tourism links between the two cities.

Fares on the three-days-a-week Edinburgh - Hamburg service start from £45 one way, including all taxes and charges.

David Neill, head of commercial planning for BA Connect, the British Airways regional subsidiary operating the route, said, “Today’s flight is a significant development for BA Connect as it is the first direct service between Scotland and Germany on our European network.”

“But more importantly, it is a significant development for our passengers who can now fly direct between Scotland’s capital city and Germany’s second largest conurbation at times that suit both business and leisure travellers and at fares to suit every purpose.”

The launch of the new route was welcomed by leading members of the Scottish business and tourism sectors.

Max Scharbert, chairman of the German British Chamber in Scotland and

corporate lawyer with UK-wide commercial law firm, Maclay Murray &

Spens, said:

"The new direct flight to Hamburg will help strengthen business links

between Scotland and Germany.

Mr Scharbert, who formally waved off the first flight said: “It is also excellent news for tourism as it will make it easier for the many German tourists who come to Scotland every year. It also provides Scottish tourists with direct access to Germany's second biggest city."
Nele Andersch, whose Edinburgh-based company, Reference Point acts as the official UK representative for Hamburg’s trade fairs and conference activity said, “We are absolutely delighted BA Connect has launched this new route and are looking forward to using the service regularly.

“There are already strong links between the Scottish and German business communities, particularly in the renewable energy and shipbuilding sectors. BA Connect’s new Edinburgh – Hamburg service will strengthen them even further.”

Denise Hill, Head of International Marketing for VisitScotland said, ‘This new route is of great interest to us, as Germany is our leading European market in terms of visitor numbers.

“This affordable and direct service will offer visitors access to touring and golfing holidays. 

“We are also excited about using the opportunity to include the new Hamburg – Edinburgh route in our forthcoming city breaks campaign for autumn and winter.”

NOTE TO EDITORS

· The Edinburgh-Hamburg flight will depart at 10.50am on Wednesdays and Fridays, returning at 2.20pm, and at 5.10pm on Sundays, returning at 8.35pm

· Low one-way fares are available to book now on www.ba.com

